c NEWSLETTER
7 Tirst ume

First United Methodist Church

A Letter for the Future

Dear Fellow Believers:

Your Future at First Committee has recently completed dozens of f cud!

groups throughout the church. We have met with church circles, Sunday
School classes, choirs, youth, Friendship Connection, Bible study gro
staff, Council on Ministries, Administrative Board and Wednesday
Evening Fellowship to gather thoughts and opinions. Your input is
important in leading us to develop a future vision for our beloved chur

We are proud to announce we have gathered responses from 331
church members. The FaF Committee has promised to keep our
membership updated and informed as we move through the process
developing a future plan.

Enclosed is a short summary of the responses we have received.
entire document of responses is 77 pages long and copies of the enti
study are available for you to see in the main hallway and in the
Hospitality Room of the church. If you are homebound and would likefio
see a copy of the survey results, simply call the church office8884
4371 and we will bring a copy to you. Our committee is grateful to Bo
Lowder for his dedication and hours of work to compile each and ever
response.

Our committee has observed five major themes while listening to y
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Summer Sabbath

Summer is here and your
inisters are excited to lead
you in worship each Sunday.
During June, we will continue
in our regular fashion with 2
services and Sunday School in
between.

During July, as we have for
the past several
change things just a bitve 6 | |
still meet in the Sanctuary,
however there will only be one
service at 10 a.mDr. Jim
Westmoreland will preach the
first two Sundays of July and
Rev. George Freeman will
preach the last two Sundays.
There will be music by the
special Summer choir in a
relaxed atmosphere. There will

Overwhelmingly we see five directives which are important to our be no y out h or ¢
membership: Sunday School in the_month of
Outreach Caring Church July. Adult classes will decide
Spiritual Growth Worship for themselv_es to meet or not.
Tradition August will move us into the
Our next task is to prayerfully consider each response and create g@a Ea” fand back into the regular
that compliment the desires of the congregation. We will be working gelrjwrces ?nﬁl iSurnd;y S[():hio?/l'i 4o

through the summer months with a goal to present the plan to the
congregation and Administrative Board in September. Once adopted,
goals and objectives will belong to appropriate church committees to
acted upon through their areas of work.

We seek your prayers, your support and your enthusiasm as we
continue this exciting task! Please feel free to contact any of us for yo
comments and input.

Martha Caldwell Tony and Nikki Colletta  Clay Hackney
Scott and Kim Cruickshank Doris Hancock George Freem@én
Bob Lowder Myra Jenkins Hannah

Pat and Steve Quinn Jennifer McLean Amy Plowden

Tracy Thomason Lou Rowland Joel Long Jennie Stultz

O@Nei

hescheduled for Sunday, August
29

R
I '::‘7%“1 £3




WITNESS

We Witness...

By Our Prayers
Ruth YanceyGMH

s Come sing with us
2 Summer Choir Sundays in July

Come sing with usehearieins Su
theChoir Room at9 a.m.then sing in the service at 10

WITNESS

SS3

: SSANLLIM
Sympathy to Kathy Huggins and a.m. in the SanctuaryThere will be one introductory

Lindsay Lockett and family on the death of their ohearsal on Wednesday, June 30, 7:3@p.m. This

mother, Marcia Martin, who died June 26. choir is open to all adults, college aged and older.

Joy to Bentley and Carol Mabee on the birth of  Come enjoy all your favorite patriotic music on
their granddaughter, Genevieve Elizabeth born  gynday, July 4.

June 21. Her parents are Eric and Anne Mabee.

Joy to Julia (Judy) Smith and Ken Taylor, who

were married June 19.

Joy to Ellen Helm and Peter Sheridan, who were

married June 26. ]
Meals on Wheels needs drivers
By Our Presence Our First UMC team needs drivers for the First
June 27. 2010 Friday and Monday of every month. If you are
S’unday School 144 available to help with this worthy project, contact
8:30 a.m. 139 Angie Hugginsawhuggy1964@hotmail.coror 704
10:55 a.m. 238 8659905.
Total 377
By Our Gifts . .
y May YTD Vacation Bible School
Pledge Income  $119,621 $495,416 Get the date on your calendars, August 1Want to
Other Income 11,963 141,378 help this year? Contact either of the-lgaders, Kathy
Total $131,584 $636,794 Larrazaballarrazabalf@bellsouth.nef04867-1590,
Operating Expenses $121,054 631.100 Terra Maitragmaitra@carolina.rr.conv04813-8193

or Elissa Nanneyjnanney@carolina.rr.conf04-852-
Surplus (Deficit) 10,530 (44,306) 3953 to volunteer.

By Our Service

Sunday, July 4

Greeters David and Jennie Stultz, Bob and Pat

Chambers Need some help with supplies for VBS

Doorstoppers:John and Yvonne Goforth VBS is sure to be a blast!But

Scripture Readers10 a.m. Mary Massey we need a few donations to help us
in crafts and decorating. Please ¢
bring these items to the church.

iz, |

A\

2, &
7 Rarra 3"

Strands of Christmas lights (borrow or donate)
Space items (glow in the dark planets, space shuttles,

Friendship Connections astronauts) A _
Where Friends Connect and Reconnect Refrigerator boxes 66 PVC pipes (
lt6s Summerti me! Ti pWhtgtulleo r st ay inglg belsdngad 4,000)

Keep Learning: Learn more about the computer, 20 di ameter styrofoam ball
crafts, gardening, whatUsedr £D0Nev e rTinpieplatez(308) br ai
get idle. AAn idle middrige bwd tdewi 10ds Ebhdvel dHo &
And the devil 6s name i d1obayLebhyeandivichaglsGift Cards


mailto:awhuggy1964@hotmail.com

Youth Connections

Sunday, July 4, 2010
10 a Worship

Summer Schedule

No Sunday School in July, one worship service i
July, 10 a in Sanctuary, no regular UMYF.

Congratul ations &

To Mary Soderstrom who received the following
honors at Chatham Hall: the Dora Thomas Award for
Spirit, elected Secretary of the School Senate, elected
to the Chatham Athletic Council, elected to the Iris

nLiterary Society, elected President of the Dance
Committee.

Watch for special Summer activities in Eblasts,
fliers and on Facebook.

Thank

To Meredith Lisle, Caitlin Gault, Ramsey
Davidson, Haley Conner, Evan Martin, Erinn
Whiteside, andKirby Plemmons for volunteering at
our recent blood drive at First UMC.

Downtime for Mid Hi moms and daughters

The study will meet Wednesday, June 30, 7:30
p.m. @ WIRED Coffee Shop in Hoffman Village
Shopping Center.

Wonderful Wednesday

Webre going to make our
to 12 noon.We 6 | | m-a@l\le project as wek as make
care packages for the youth mission thge will meet in
the Family Life CenterWe ar 6ol do
If you have questions, contact Dana Adams at
adamsdirtbike@yahoo.coar 704861-1249.

Divide nd Serve

Our next Divide nd Serve
that you will come and serve with us from 8:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m. on that Sunday morning!

If you are interested in being a Team Leader or you
have an idea for a possible project, please contact Ann
Davis, 704214-6548,ardavis100@earthlink.ner Rev.
Sarah Watkins Davis at the church, ext. 232 or
swdavis@fumcgnc.orbefore July 7.

You ¢é

Camp Sunshine is moving

This year6s camp -9 s s

this year!
off Second Avenue. Thank f t

Due to unforeseen health and safety issues at
Camp Sunshine will be

held at the West Gastonia

Y& fo KvGBGL fol dbrha‘%fng Camp sunshine ' 10

their space.

Camp Rotary, Camp Sunshine is on the move
Boys and Girls Club locatio
Please continye to keep the leaders,

¢l ot NG fselrdiafhd thecdmPeds inR/out prayers as

they adapt all the Camp Sunshine fun to this

new space and that everyone has a great time!
Donate bottl es odizewat

please) and your leftover unused party

plates and napkins. We use approximately

240 plates and napkins per day at camp, so this

is a great way to put those random leftover

party supplies to use. Donated items can be left

in the Hospitality Room.

date I s August 29! We

First UMC Green Team
To improve our environment:
Use environmentally friendly gas cans with
features such as cufff valves to reduce
harmful fumes.
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FUTURE OF FIRST SURVEY SUMMARY
The survey represents over 2,300 lines of data from 331 participants on four questions.
1. What brought you to FUMC?
2. What keeps you at FUMC?
3. Where is God calling us next as a church?
4. How can we foster and sustain relationships, stewardship, and spiritual growth?
The first two questions help us understand how the current membership came to be and remain at our church. The
replies to the last two questions give us insight into where we need to head and what we need to do. Individual respons
contain some excellent ideas to support each of the major areas.

What Brought you to FUMC?

RANK
1 2 3 4 5 6

Family Spouse Friend

What brought people to FUMC is other people. Family and friends have the biggest influence on who is now a memb
of the church. Nearly 200 of the 482 responses listed are in these first 3 response categories. Our ministers have been
instrumental in getting new members. The biggest program responses were for the Children and Youth Ministries.

What Keeps You Here?

RANK
1 2 3 4 5 6
Fellowship Tradition/ Yo.uth
Beliefs Ministry

Fellowship with likeminded believers (Tradition/Beliefs), friends and a caring membership are the biggest reasons
members remain at FUMC. Again this is people. Strong program offering in the Youth and Music ministries are also
reasons mentioned often. While these six are numerically larger than some other responses, there are many strong res
categories that should be examined closely as well.

Where is God Calling Us Next?

RANK
1 2 3 4 5 6
Caring Spiritual
ik Church Growth

The members of the church see our church being one that reaches out to those in need in our community. Whether i
performing community service likei v i d e onsprea8iegrthe @ord of God to others, outreach is where current
members see us moving. There is also a strong feeling that FUMC must be more caring of its members. There seems t
a dichotomy. Some members know and feel they are cared for. Others feel they are uncared for, feel slighted, or are evi
bitter. Many members express the feeling that Outreach and Caring for our members help to foster Spiritual Growth. Th
who serve others feel spiritually rewarded beyond their efforts.

The membership of the church views worshipping God as an integral part of what our church is about. Right along wi
that is the feeling that tradition is important as well. While many are satisfied with our current worship opportuméies, the
is a strong response from members that other forms of worship might draw members from demographics missing from t
current membership. By and large these members feel that the current traditional style of worship needs to be maintaine
but an alternative can be offered.

How Can We Foster And Sustain Relationships, Stewardship, And
Spiritual Growth?

RANK
1 2 3 4 5 6
Caring Spiritual Small
Church Growth Groups

The rankings above are the number of responses in each of the categories. The question was designed to elicit ideas ol
suggestions to support sustaining relationships, stewardship, and spiritual growth. The rankings mean that ideas or



suggestions for a caring church had the largest number of responses, etc. It is interesting that a caring churchland spiri
growth occupy the first two rankings. The membership sees more small group opportunities as a way to sustain
relationships. There are ideas for stewardship as well.
Sample Responses for Caring Church
1. Have Sunday School Classes appoint a person to check on families who are absent for a couple of
weeks Ed. Note: Ditto for all small groups with rolls.
2. Visit others in their homes. Those who attend and those who do not.
3. Create Sheparding groups.
4. Create an Angel Tree ministry for members who have needs. It could be a virtual Giving Tree where a
member writes a need on a card and places it on the tree. Members who can meet the need would pu
the card and fulfill the need for the member.

Sample Responses for Training
1. Training for teachers, small group leaders, committee members, etc.
2. Wednesday night training/information sessions on committee responsibilities, staff responsibilities,
Methodist beliefs, FUMC expectations. Taught by lay and staff.

Sample Responses for Website
1. Need sermons on Internet, and Internet needs
2. Make a members only section on the website.
3. Start online bible study.

Sample Responses for Small Groups
1. The neighborhood groups may prove to be helpf
2. Vary times for small groups to aid those who cannot come out at night, or for working people who
cannot come during the day.
3. Add more variety to Wednesday evening like craft groups, Disciple, etc.
4.1 would Iike to know about service ministries
or baby quilts for newborns.

Sample Responses for Better Communications
1. Maintain communication about programs. Highlight a different program each Sunday or in the
Newsletter.
2. Visits, phone calls, invitations to programs, cards.
3. Staff and members connect with membielsarn more about their lives.

Sample Responses for Outreach
1. Mor e fchnaondasct i vi ti es | i ke Divide and Serve.
2. | am interested in food for the hungry ministries..Society of St. Andrew gleaning network.

Sample Responses for Stewardship
1. More financial info. available such as chart related to budget/actual. Program costs as a % of budget.
2. Doorto-door Financial Campaign.
3. Encouraging stewardship by using tithing adventures.
4. Send thank you notes to those who pledge.

Sample Responses for Gift Inventory
1. Find out what each person has to offer and encourage them to use their gifts.
2. Build a gift inventory to help use member és t



Motoring to Motor City
Help the youth travel to Pontiac, Michigan!
They will be working near
Detroit, the Motor City of America...so,
Buy a carto fill the parking lot in the
Hospitality Room as a donation to the trip.

All money goes toward gas cards and other supplies.

____$1-9: Ford Focus
___$10-24: Ford Escape
___$25-49: Chrysler PT Cruiser
____$50-74: Ford F-150
___$75-99: GM Camaro
___$100-149: Ford Mustang
___$150 and up: GM Cadillac
The youth will be in Pontiac, Michigan July-P4.
They will be housed in a local church and will work|5
7 hours per day doing various renovations for The

Baldwin Center at Baldwin UMC. The youth are
asking for support from the congregation.

*Also if you have any work supplies you would let the

|l tds not too | at e!
Join the Forgiveness St u
Tuesday evenings FUMC Wesley Center

6 p.mi Fellowship

6:30 p.mi Teaching by Hope Parks

Contact Betsy Forbesjforbes@carolina.rr.com

for more information.

Family Life Center Ministry

Let s go see the Br a:

Join us for a family trip to Atlanta cBunday,
August 15to see the Atlanta Braves take on the
Los Angeles Dodgers. We will be leaving the
Wachovia parking lot at 8 a.m. to travel by
chartered bus for the 1:35 game. We will return
that evening.This trip is open to all ages.
Children, youth, adults, and seniors are invited
to join us. We have 40 tickets. The cost is $40

youth borrow, it would be greatly appreciated. Contact per person, which includes the cost of the bus and

David Whiteside, 70861-0333.*

Name

Phone Number Email

your ticket. Contact Jim Ware to register &BY
-4371, ext. 24jware52@gmail.comDeadline
to register is Monday, August 2.

Address

Please return this form and your donation to the church

by July 7th.

Hospitality Room is Open
Please stop by the
Hospitality Room on Sunda
mornings for a goodie to
nibble on while catching up
with longtime friends and N
—
meeting new ones. Over th@C=% DG
next few months, various Tl
ministries in the church will
host the HR. Each group will highlight their ministry
at First UMC as well as provide the refreshments. If
your group or ministry would like to host the HR,
contact Debbie Wareyarehair@hotmail.coror 704
864-4860.

Youth Trip to Wet &n
On Sunday, August 8we will be leaving at
8:30 a.m. and travel by

Wild Water Park in Greensboro. This traditional
end of summer trip is open to all Mid Hi and Sr
Hi youth. The cost is $25 for admission to the
park and extra $ for meals and snacks. We will
return to the church around 6:30 p.m. Call, text,
or email Jimbo to registeDeadline to register

is Monday, August 2.

Congratul ati onseé

to Will Long , who qualified for the US Junior
Amateur golf tournament. The national
tournament will be held at the Egypt Valley
Country Club near Grand Rapids, Michigan July
19-24.

Mends Softball Team

If anyone is interested in playing men's
softball in the Gastonia Recreation Department's
Open Softball League, please let Jim Ware know
before July 12. If there is interest, we will
sponsor a team.
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Parish Nurse Ministry
Thanks to everyone who donated blood and/or volunteered at
blood drive on June 7th. 20 units were collected.

AED's are On-Site! ' arw
Please make note of the units in the following locations: Chur: b
administrative hallway (across from receptionist office), Family Lif Yy /
Center; 2nd floor Wesley Centerear the elevator. If you are -
interested in CPR/AED training by the American Red Cross, plea
pick up a class schedule at the parish nurse bulletin board.
Why have we provided AED's for the church? Cardiac Arrest: -
*occurs about 1,000 times every day
*claims over 350,000 victims every year
*no one can predict who, when or where it occurs
*how quickly you provide an electric shock can mean the
difference between life and death

Defibrillation Statistical Survival Rate
within 1 minute 90%
within 4 minutes 70%
within 10 minutes 2%

The AED's have been provided by the Parish Nurse Ministry (with money raised at the Unmask the
Ministry event), Builder's Sunday School Class, and Dr. and Mrs. John Warlick.

No Woman Left Behind

Free mammograms are available for women in our community who cannot afford one or have no insurant
This project is sponsored by The CaroMont Cancer Center through a grant from the Charlotte affiliate of Sus
G. Komen for the Cure. For additional information, call the No Woman Left Behind hotline-&7 704 24
or contact Lisa Marisiddaiah at 76464023

Resources for Hearing Aids
If you know someone on a fixed income who is in need of a hearing aid and cannot afford one, please
contact Lisa Marisiddaiah, 768116-4023, for additional information on resources to possibly get one for free.

Care Teams

The Parish Nurse Ministry has been working to establish "care teams" which allo C dre
members of the church to provide practical, emotional and spiritual support to other Teams
members of the church who are living with illness and/or dealing with difficult situati ga= -
These teams would also assist caregivers. This is a great way to multiply caregivin .
support. If you are willing to be on a "team" to provide meals, transportation,
companionship, etc. to church members in need, please contact Lisa Marisiddaiah i
616-4023.

Free Alzheimer Education Seminar

Free educational conferencEch e Al zhei mer 6s Foundat i dooused,f Amer i
interactive conference for family caregivefsiday, August 6, 8 a.#8 p.m. at the Hilton Charlotte City
Center. No costto participate in any activitigpresentations, memory screenings, virtual dementia tour, fall
prevention).Breakfast and lunch includedror additional information or to register, calB66-232-8484.



Week at a Glance

Sunday, July 4 Sunday, July 11
10 a. i CaslwWalad. Wor s hi pi Cohaes
One ServiceSanctuaryno children One ServiceSanctuaryno children
or youth Sunday Schoat July or youth Sunday Schoat July

Monday, July 12
9a Workout, Gym

Tuesday, July 13

5:30a Salvation Army Breakfast
9a 7a Volleyball, Gym
Tuesday, July 6 10 a First UMC Staff Meeting
5:30 a Salvation Army Breakfast 6 p Forgiveness Bible Study,

Monday, July 5
Church Offices closed for holiday
No Newsletter this Week

Workout, Gym

7a Volleyball, Gym Wesley Center
: . Wednesday, July 14

10 a First UMC Staff Meeting W ful W

6p Forgiveness Bible Study, onderful Wednesday

9a Workout, Gym

Wesley Center 7:30 p Downtime

You may contact wuseée

Mail: PO Box 218 Gastonia, NC 28053

Phone: 708644371 Fax: 708642076

W abgite: waviv dumegnc.org

Weekend Pastor on Call: 708865122
Friday-Sunday

Input your phone number when prompted t@

leave a numerical message. Your pastor w

promptly return your call.

CW3 Shaun Breth (Nan White's grandson)
USMC Larry Harrington (Olivia Davidson's nephew)

Wednesday, July 7 MSGT Martin fiBod M. Henso
' Thursday, July 15 CAPT Parker Gray (Ji mmy G
10a Sit no6 Knit SGT Nathan Siceloff (Davi
9.a Worko_ut, Gym ; SFC Bo Beam (Ernie & Rosemarie Nivens'-$oiaw)
7:30 p Downtime Friday, July 16 '
9a Workout, Gym SSGT Zach Gray (Donna McPhail's son)
Thursday, July 8 LTJG Andrew Hendricks (Walt Hendricks' grandson)
SGT David Frederick (Amanda P. Frederick's husband)
10a Sit nd6 Knit SSGT David DeBerry (Chris
Friday, July 9 Al1C Jessica DeBerry -pawr i
SSGT Ryan Malloy (David N
9a Workout, Gym CPL Donald Hamrick (Charl
SSGT Jonathan Cole (Amand
Specialist 4 Geoffrey Doy
ENS William Hendricks (Walt Hendricks' grandson)
First United Methodist Church Wesk i Juy and Chrisimas
PO Box 218 week, at 190 E.Frankiin,
Gastonia North Carolina 28053 fg""gt;’;‘g’)‘ Egiggi;(su;zzge
paid at Gastonia, NC.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Newsletter of First
United Methodist Church, PO
Box 218 Gastonia, NC 28053
Program Staff

George M. Freeman, Senior Minister

Saxon Scarborough, Music Minister
Jim Ware, Director of Family Life Center

Linda Nolen, Director of Food Services

Sarah W. Da

Carol White, Director of

James Westmoreland, Minister of Programming

Jay Oden, Organist/Music Associate

C.B. Barr, Minister to Older Adults

Reheicda Greenan DirectoPaf Yogth Mimesii n g
Don Carr, Church Business Administrato

Lisa Marisiddaiah, Parish Nws

vi s, Minister of

Weekday Preschool

John Arey, Pastoral Counselor



